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E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C O U N C I L  

 
R e s o l u t i o n  i n  S u p p o r t  o f  E x p a n d e d  F e d e r a l  C h i l d  C a r e  

I n v e s t m e n t  i n  R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  P a n d e m i c  
 

A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0  
 

Whereas the Early Learning Council is authorized under Oregon law to coordinate a 

unified and aligned system of early learning throughout Oregon to ensure that all children, 

no matter what their zip code, race and family income, enter school ready to learn and 

that all families are healthy, stable and attached; 

 

Whereas the Early Learning Council recognizes that both essential and additional workers 

will require child care during recovery, and that child care must protect the health and 

safety of participating children and child care teachers, as well as promote children’s 

learning and development;  
 

Whereas the Early Learning Council recognizes that of Oregon’s 3,380 licensed child care 

facilities, 34% have closed. Licensed child care capacity has dropped 85% from 129,000 to 

20,000.   

 

Whereas the Early Learning Council recognizes that it is imperative to sustain the child 

care infrastructure so that child care services which address health, safety and quality can 

be provided and are available to families and children during recovery; 

 

Whereas the Early Learning Council recognizes that new funding of $50 billion is needed 

to sustain the child care provider infrastructure above and beyond current baseline costs 

according to economists at the University of Minnesota together with policy analysts from 

the Center for Law and Social Policy and the National Women’s Law Project.  

 

Now, therefore, the Early Learning Council: 

 

1. Commends the United States Congress for its inclusion of $3.5 billion in the CARES 

Act for the Child Care and Development Block Grant. 

 

2. Commends the United States Congress for its “Phase 3.5” legislation and the 

provision of $310 billion in additional funding to the Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP).  

 

3. Requests additional relief and stimulus in order to ensure the availability of 

sustainable child care for essential workers and the returning workforce.  

Additional investment is necessary to ensure sustainable quality child care that 

protects the health and safety of participating children and child care teachers and 

promotes children’s learning and development. 
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