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The Early Learning Council has designated the Child Care and Education Committee as its rule advisory committee for all rules related to early learning and development programs in Oregon under its authority.  To fulfill this role, the first step is to develop an overarching policy framework with goals and principles to guide rule promulgation that is aligned with the Early Learning Council outcomes.  The overarching goals are those that guide all of the work of the Early Learning Council: 

(1) Ensure that children arrive at school ready to succeed; 
(2) Ensure that Oregon’s young children live in families that are healthy, stable, and attached; and 
(3) Ensure an early childhood system that is aligned, coordinated, and family-centered.

The following principles will guide the Early Learning Council (ELC) as it promulgates or revises the administrative rules governing early learning:

1. Standards and rules aim to ensure that children are in safe environments that promote healthy physical, social, emotional and cognitive development and support high quality interactions among families and providers. 

2. Standards and rules support and encourage diversity and equity; promoting equal access, especially for children from targeted populations.

3. Standards and rules are based on research, knowledge of child development, and best practices.  

4. Standards and rules provide a foundation for high quality early learning and licensing rules serve as the first step of Oregon’s Quality Rating and Improvement System.  

5. In conducting its responsibilities for rule promulgation and revision, ELC is moving beyond a culture of compliance to one of continuous improvement. 

6. ELC believes parents and children are primary stakeholders for all of its rules and will actively engage families and other impacted persons and organizations in rule promulgation and/or revision to ensure community/cultural norms are taken into consideration/reflected in rule.  

7. ELC will aim for consistency across sets of rules over which it has authority, and will align rules with broader state goals and those of related agencies to the extent possible.  

